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Early electrical experiments (c. 1740)



Haptics Experiments at Clark University (1890s)



Vibratese Apparatus and Coding Scheme  (1950s)







John Durham Peters on touch 
& mediation

•Speaking into the Air (1999)
•Touch:
“defies inscription”
•“remains stubbornly wed to the proximate”
•“has no remote capacity”
•“resists being made into a medium of recording and 
transmission.”



“Our eyes and our ears are assaulted so 
continuously, such frequent and insistent 
demands are placed on them, that the visual and 
auditory channels are seriously overburdened at 
times.  Such oversaturation leads quite naturally 
to the question of whether it is only vision and 
hearing that can serve in communication.”

-Geldard, 

“Adventures in Tactile 
Literacy”



The Electric Sailor (1910) Spear the Dragon (1929)



“A jolting new force in gameplay. Take the new Dual 
Analog Controller for a spin. It’s a totally intensified 
experience where you’ll feel the sweet purring of your 
engine, the shuddering crash of another car into yours, or 
the tires skidding out across the track. Just make sure you 
fasten your seatbelt.”



Haptics technologies 
are a response by 
their designers to 
social problems

The cultural history 
of touch technologies 
suggests an openness 
to communication by 

artificial haptic 
stimuli











In Touch: “Media Tales of Touch During Covid” 
https://in-touch-digital.com/2020/04/23/media-tales-of-touch-during-covid/

https://in-touch-digital.com/2020/04/23/media-tales-of-touch-during-covid/























